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• There are 8 PACs spread across the state

• Each PAC is unique and offers different research opportunities

• The PACs are primarily used by West Lafayette Researchers to conduct animal 
and crop experiments and demonstrate new production practices and 
technology

• Agronomy, Horticulture, Weed Science, Entomology, Livestock, Forestry, etc.…

• In 2023, the PACs conducted 422 experiments (PPAC 113 projects 27%)

PPAC Field Day on August 21, 2024   8am – 1pm

PPAC Field Day Twilight Program on August 21, 2024   6pm – 8pm

NEPAC Field Day – more info to come – 2023 it was in early September

The Purdue Ag Centers

Hostetler Farm

Mary S. Rice Farm

WL Campus



1320’ Pivot located at the Mary S Rice Farm 
outside of Lacrosse, IN.  Irrigates around 130 

acres between a North and South 80 acre fields.



Irrigation Scheduling

• How do we know when to water?

• How much water should I put down?

• Should I do multiple smaller irrigation events OR one larger event?

• Can the crop utilize 100% of the water we irrigate?

• Are we getting enough rainfall?

• Can I overwater?

• What affects how much water the crop needs?

• Do corn and soybeans need irrigated differently?

“Hey the neighbors are running their pivot!” is not a good way to manage 
our irrigation resources!

MSU and Purdue have developed multiple resources to schedule your irrigation events.  
Some scheduling tools are very simple and others will require some recordkeeping.



Keep it simple!  Corn daily water needs chart.

Example…  Corn emerged on May 12, It is now July 14, 2024 (10th week)

Temps are forecasted in the 80s this week.
Corn is going to need .24 inches of rainfall EACH DAY!!

7 days x .24 = 1.68 inch of water this week



Soybean weekly water needs chart.

R1 R3



Irrigation Scheduling Spreadsheet Based on Weather Data, Crop 
Growth Stage, Water Needs and Rainfall Data

Google search for “MSU Purdue Irrigation Scheduling Tools”





Irrigation Scheduling Spreadsheet







Why didn’t you irrigate?

Irrigation Fixed!!!





Thank you for having me!

Stephen Boyer
PPAC Superintendent
sboyer@purdue.edu

mailto:sboyer@purdue.edu
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