
 
Brief Overview of Indiana’s Water Use Program and 

Implementation of the Ground Water Rights Law and 
Water Shortage Plan in 2012 



IC 14-25-7:  
Water Resources 
Management Act 

 
• Enacted in 1983  
• Requires registration of all 

SWWF (gw & sw) 
• Facility defined as greater than 

100,000 gpd capability 
• Capability is aggregate of all 

wells & intakes  
• Annual water use reporting 

(1985 first year of reporting) 
• Approximately 3744 registered 

SWWF in 2012 
 

 



2012 Indiana Registered SWWFs 

Water Use Code 
Number of 
Facilities Number of Wells 

Number of 
Intakes 

EP 99 236 111 

IN 381 697 284 

IR 2342 3049 853 

MI 143 248 50 

PS 716 2178 69 

RU 63 168 14 

TOTAL 3744 6576 1381 



2011 STATE TOTALS 

  
Withdrawals 

(BG) 
Capacity 

(MGD) 
Withdrawals 
vs Capacity 

Current 
Number 

Surface 
Intakes 2851 17996 43.4% 1379 

Wells 226 5164 11.9% 6558 

TOTAL 3077 23160 36.4% 7937 

Facilities       3732 



Indiana Code 14-25-4 
Water Rights: Emergency Regulation 



Indiana Code 14-25-4 

• Provides for “Timely and Reasonable 
Compensation” to owners of domestic wells 
affected by high capacity ground-water 
pumpage 
 

• Provides for restrictions on high capacity 
ground-water pumpage under certain 
conditions 

 



Timely and Reasonable Compensation 

Timely and reasonable compensation consists of and is 
limited to the following:  

1) The immediate temporary provision at the prior 
point of use of an adequate supply of potable 
water 

2) Reimbursement of expenses reasonably incurred to 
obtain a temporary supply of water and/or provide 
timely and reasonable compensation as provided 
in (3)(A) and (3)(B). 

 



(3) Either; 
 
(A)The restoration of the affected well to its former 
relative capability; 
 
(B) The permanent provision at the prior point of use 
of an alternative supply of potable water; or 
 
(C) The permanent restriction or scheduling of the  
high capacity ground-water withdrawals so that the  
affected well continues to produce its normal supply 
of water. 



Minimum Drawdown Requirements for Small 
Capacity Wells: 

Unconsolidated Aquifers: 20 Feet 
Bedrock Aquifers: 50 Feet 



Restriction of Ground-Water Withdrawals 
 
The director may restrict the quantity of ground water 
that may be extracted from a significant ground-water 
withdrawal facility upon the declaration of a ground 
water emergency if: 
 
(1) The facility is reasonably believed to have caused the 
failure of the complainant’s water well; and 
 
(2) The immediate temporary provision of and adequate 
supply of water is not carried out; or 
 
(3) There is reasonable belief that continued ground- 
water withdrawals from the facility will exceed the  
recharge capability of the ground-water resource of  
the area. 



2012 Ground Water Rights 
Investigations under IC 14-25-4 

• Approximately 150 investigations conducted 
during months of June and July, 2012 
 1) Jasper Co. – AG Irrigation 
 2) Hendricks Co. – GC Irrigation/PWS 
 3) Carroll Co. – Quarry/PWS 
 4) Allen Co. – PWS/GC Irrigation/Quarry 
 5) Putnam Co. – AG Irrigation 
 6) Benton/Warren Co. – AG Irrigation 
 7) Hamilton Co. – GC Irrigation/PWS 

• Timely and Reasonable Compensation to be 
determined by IDNR, Division of Water 



Town of Parr; Jasper Co. 





Town of Brownsburg; Hendricks Co. 



City of Delphi; Carroll Co. 



Objectives of  
Water Shortage 
Plan: 
 
1) Coordinated Response 
to Water Shortage 
conditions 
 
2) Voluntary Conservation 
to avoid or reduce 
shortages 
 
 



 
 
 

Water Shortage Plan Advisory Phases 
and Recommended Conservation: 

• Watch Phase - 5% voluntary conservation 
• Warning Phase - 10 to 15% voluntary conservation    
• Emergency Phase  – >15% conservation     
(Governor Declaration under IC 10-14-3) 



Drought Indicators  

• 1-month Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI) 
• U.S. Drought Monitor 
• Below normal percentiles of regionalized 

monthly average streamflow 



 
 
 
 

“Water Shortage 
Warning”  

Issued on July 17th, 
2012, for entire State 

under Criteria 
Established in 

Indiana’s Water 
Shortage Plan 

 
 
 
 



2012 
Declaration of 

“Water Shortage 
Warning” sent to 
owners of 3650 

SWWFs  



IDEM  
Public Water 

System   
Status Letter 



IDEM  
Public Water 

System  
Questionnaire 



For more information regarding:   
 

Indiana’s Ground Water Rights Statute, 
Water Use Program 

and 
Water Shortage Plan 

mbasch@dnr.in.gov 
almann@dnr.in.gov 
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